Nightlight® Christian Adoptions

South Carolina Foster Care Programs Description
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Nightlight Christian Adoptions believes that every child deserves a loving family.  When you decide to become a foster or foster adoptive parent you provide a child in need with a safe and stable family environment. Children, right here in your community, are waiting for the security of your love and leadership. Life for these kids can be uncertain and chaotic. At Nightlight, we are seeking parents who have the compassion to love and the courage to care for them. Our expert team will equip you with trauma-informed training and guide you each step of the way. You can help a child discover and achieve all they are meant to be!

CHILDREN AVAILABLE

· Children that have experienced abuse and/or neglect

· Sibling groups 
· Children with special needs, medical and/or emotional 
· Children’s ages typically range from 6-17
· Occasionally younger children are available, ages 0-6

ELIGIBILITY TO FOSTER AND/OR ADOPT

Applicants must be at least 21years old and the youngest parent must not be more than 45 years older than the child they are adopting.  Singles are eligible to become foster parents; however, each child’s specific needs are taken into consideration when matching them with a foster family.  Couples must be married for a minimum of two years.  Foster families must complete the licensing process and Nightlight’s required education as well as that of DSS.  
GENERAL PROCESS

This is a very general overview of the process for both the foster to adopt and foster care only programs.  Each situation is different and the exact timing of services will vary depending on the case and the child’s specific needs.

1. Make application to Nightlight Christian Adoptions.

2. Attend an orientation meeting

3. Begin your foster home licensing home study 
4. Complete the required DSS and Nightlight education

5. Receive your official foster care license

6. Advocate for a match with a child (foster to adopt program)
7. Become matched with a foster child

8. Receive placement of your foster child

9. Transport your foster child to medical appointments and visits with their birth parents if applicable

10. Have regular visits with your Nightlight Foster Care Advocate and DSS
11. Follow the DSS and Nightlight service plan for the child
12. Pursue adoption (foster to adopt program)

MATCHING

When matching a child with a foster family, the child’s specific needs are taken into consideration.  Some children may do best in a home with other children, some may not.  Some may require a two-parent home, while others may thrive in a single-parent home.  The wait time to be matched with a child depends on several factors, the number of children available, the child’s specific needs, and the criteria of the foster family are the three main factors.  Your wait can be decreased significantly if you are open to an older child, a child of any race, and if you are open to special needs (physical, emotional, or behavioral). 

WORKING WITH BIRTH PARENTS RIGHTS 
Birth Parents have the right to have supervised visitation with their children while they are in foster care.  You may be required to transport your foster child to a visitation; however, it is the responsibility of DSS to supervise the visit.  Nightlight desires for foster parents to be open and supportive of the birth parents while they work to regain custody of their children. This openness allows for you to provide answers to your foster child, minimizing their loss of relationships by maintaining and celebrating the child’s connections with all the important people in his or her life. Openness also empowers you in raising your foster child, by providing knowledge about their family history. During the licensing process, you will learn of the many positive aspects of working with the birth families. 
COST

Foster to Adopt

The program fee for the foster to adopt program is $3,500 plus the cost of your home study.  Additionally, each foster parent is required to pay for their and their identified babysitters criminal clearances and a Prepare and Enrich assessment.  This total can range from $1,974-$2,680.  Additional potential expenses could total up to $$645 depending on factors such as additional household members and necessary out of state clearances required. For additional fee information, please see Attachment A.

Foster Care Only

There is no program fee for the South Carolina foster care only program; however, each foster parent is required to pay for their and their identified babysitters criminal clearances and a Prepare and Enrich assessment, which totals $156 per adult.   Additional potential expenses could total up to $425 depending on factors such as additional household members and necessary out of state clearances required. For additional fee information, please see Attachment B.

ATTACHMENT A

NIGHTLIGHT® CHRISTIAN ADOPTIONS

FOSTER to ADOPT PROGRAM– FEES AND ESTIMATED COSTS
	Program Fee
	Costs
	Totals
	Notes

	Application Phase
	
	$500
	

	Match Phase
	
	$3,000
	Interagency Coordination (referrals, correspondence, profile distribution, arrangement for placement, etc.)

	Total Program Fee
	
	$3,500
	

	Costs (Estimated)
	Costs
	Totals
	Notes

	Expenses
	
	

	Home Study
	$1,250
	
	Updated annually

	Driving Record
	$6
	
	

	FBI Fingerprinting
	$83
	
	Updated annually

	Parent Education/Training 
	$0-$150
	
	Estimated cost of required education 

	Prepare & Enrich assessment per couple
	$35
	
	Required for home study (one time)

	Post placement visits
	$600
	
	3 visits required, $300 for the first visit and $150 for the second and third visit

	
	
	$1,974-$2035
	

	Potential Additional  Expenses 
	
	
	

	Central Registry checks for each additional state of residence in last five years
	$0-$20
	
	Required for any state you have resided in the past five years (updated annually only if you return to that state)

	Home Study Update
	$625
	
	Required if an adoptive placement has not occurred prior to original home study expiring

	
	
	$0-$645
	

	Total Estimated Expenses
	$1,974-$2,680
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	$5,474-$6,180
	Estimates may be higher.  Range depends on factors such as the number of states you have resided in the past five years and if you require a home study update. 


Although we strive to maintain a predictable fee schedule, unexpected increase in our costs may necessitate an increase in fees. Therefore, fees may be increased upon 90-day notice.

Please initial this page that you have received a copy of this List of Fees and Estimated Costs.  


Date: ____________ 
Foster/Adoptive Parents: ______    ______  

ATTACHMENT B
NIGHTLIGHT® CHRISTIAN ADOPTIONS

FOSTER CARE ONLY PROGRAM– FEES AND ESTIMATED COSTS

	Program Fee
	Costs
	Totals
	Notes

	Application Phase
	
	$0
	No fee for foster parents

	Match Phase
	
	$0
	No fee for foster parents 

	Placement Phase
	
	$0
	No fee for foster parents

	Total Program Fee
	
	$0
	

	Costs (Estimated)
	Costs
	Totals
	Notes

	Expenses
	
	

	Home Study
	$0.00
	
	No cost for foster care home study (updated annually)

	Sled check per adult
	$8
	
	Required for home study (updated annually)

	Central Registry check per adult
	$8
	
	Required for home study (updated annually)

	FBI clearance per adult
	$83
	
	Applicants pay at the time fingerprint appointment is scheduled (updated every 10 years)

	Driving Record
	$6
	
	

	Parent Education/Training 
	$0-$150
	
	Estimated cost of required education 

	Prepare & Enrich assessment per couple


	$35
	
	Required for home study (one time)

	SLED and Central Registry checks for your identified babysitter


	$16
	
	Required for foster care license

	Potential Additional  Expenses 
	
	
	

	FBI for each additional adult in household
	$0-$83
	
	Required for anyone 18+ in the household. Applicants pay at the time fingerprint appointment is scheduled (updated every 10 years)

	SLED and Central Registry checks for each additional adults in the household
	$0-$16
	
	Required for anyone 18+ in the household (updated annually)

	Central Registry checks for each additional state of residence in last five years


	$0-$20
	
	Required for any state you have resided in the past five years (updated annually only if you return to that state)

	
	
	
	

	Total Estimated Expenses
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	$156-$425
	Estimates may be higher.  Range depends on factors such as the number of states you have resided in the past five years and if there are additional adults in your household. 


Although we strive to maintain a predictable fee schedule, unexpected increase in our costs may necessitate an increase in fees. Therefore, fees may be increased upon 90-day notice.

Please initial this page that you have received a copy of this List of Fees and Estimated Costs.  


Date: ____________ 
Foster Parents: ______    ______  
